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Menandrea ex papyris et membranis vetustissimis. Iterum edidit 
Alfredus Koekte. Lipsiae: Bibliotheca scriptorum Grae- 
corum et Romanorum Teubneriana, 1912. Editio minor, paper 
M. 1.80, board M. 2.20; editio maior, paper M. 3, board M. 3.40. 

After Kretschmar's dissertation, De Menandri reliquiis nuper repertis, 
Leipzig, 1906, had become practically inaccessible, and Lefebvre's expensive 
publication of the Aphroditopolis finds had proved inadequate, students 
of Menander began to feel keenly the need of a cheap, convenient, and 
trustworthy publication of all the "new" Menander — a need largely filled by 
Koerte's edition of 1910. Herein were included the newly discovered 
fragments of the following plays: the five Cairo plays, viz., Heros (f), 
Epitrepontes, Samia (?), Periceiromene (including the Leipzig and Oxy- 
rhynchus fragments), and an unknown play; the Geneva fragment of the 
Georgos; a Berlin comic fragment, doubtfully assigned to the Citharistes; 
the Oxyrhynchus fragments of the Colax and Perinthia; a fragment of the 
Coneiazomenae, preserved in the library at Dorpat, called to Koerte's 
attention by Gregory Zereteli, and here published for the first time; and the 
St. Petersburg fragments of the Phasma and of an unknown play which 
Koerte, with vigorous arguments against Capps and others, refuses to 
identify with the Epitrepontes. 

The present edition adds the Heidelberg fragment of the Periceiromene, 
the Oxyrhynchus fragment of the Misoumenos, and eleven badly mutilated 
fragments of the Cairo papyrus, one of which positively identifies the Heros, 
and others are of importance for the plot of the Epitrepontes. The recent 
finds now total about 2,200 complete or fragmentary verses from thirteen or 
fourteen plays. 

Koerte's new edition omits the transcript of the papyrus which faced the 
edited text in the first edition, but gives simply the running text with criti- 
cal apparatus. Thanks largely to Jensen and to Lefebvre's second edition, 
both of whom he seems to report accurately, Koerte has modified and, for 
the most part, improved his readings in some 200 passages. Now more con- 
servative, he rarely omits to note in his commentary the few restorations 
that do not conform to reported gaps or traces. Unfortunately, as a rule, 
he does not report the number of lost letters at the beginnings of lines, nor 
indicate the occurrence of the double point. Over a score of his reports of 
his own first edition are inaccurate. Apart from obvious misprints, e.g., 
Pk. 196, MAITNAC, and probable misprints in indicating uncertain and 
lost letters, several reports seem to show a certain lack of candor: E. 464, 
"potius K vel N agnovit K." for "vel K, vel l~, vel N, vel TT, vix T"; S. 
292, "<1>YAAET"' for "<I>YAAZEA"; J. II 15, "TITIC .... CTTOTG: 

Capps K 2 ., TITI (vel H) . . . . CTT0T6: K 1 ." for ''"'TITITH (vel I) 
.... CTTOTG:" (K 2 . seems to indicate approval of another editor's 
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report upon re-examination of the papyrus!); J. II 16, "OCC K.; XAIPC 
G vel 0, non UJ) K. Capps" for "initio OCC vel UJCE; in fine potius 
PE quam PUJ." In any event, how can Koerte adopt Wil.'s x a V> [<&A.a ™'s ? 

Koerte's list of other editors' supplements appears arbitrary; the selec- 
tion is neither happy nor satisfactory. The student, who would know the 
trend of scholarly opinion, must have constant recourse to the critical notes 
of other editions. Koerte often quotes a restoration for one line and omits 
the companion restoration for the- following line. He adopts or cites 
readings, since abandoned by their authors. However one may differ with 
Koerte's distribution of r61es or his conception of the plots, as advanced in 
the excellent preface of the editio maior, his views are almost always worthy 
of consideration, a courtesy which he does not always vouchsafe to the 
views of others. Typographical errors abound, especially in the Index 
Verborum, where no attempt seems to have been made to rectify the 
numerous inaccuracies and omissions of the first edition. 

A few selected notes: Pk. 208, Professor Capps has observed "that 
lieya ti <rot koxov | Suxrm which has been proposed here, could not mean 
'I'll inflict heavy punishment upon you.' " But not only has Jensen con- 
firmed this reading adopted by Koerte, but it is supported by Plautus 
Casina 729, where, to Olympio's vpay/uiTd fioi irape^ew, Lysidamus senex 
replies: "Dabo tibi /xeya ko.k6v." See also Stephanus' Thesaurus s.v. 
Si'&iyu: "AiSotfu kokov etiam dicitur a Dem. quoque, pro Malum infero." 
H. 24 crit. note, next page, 44. E. 39, punctuation, cf. Capps on rowvroat; 
53 crit. note, most improbable; 106, apas Heidel; 192, r) '/tot; 211, rovrots,- 
238, irpwrfyipoi; 249, room for only two letters, hence &s Rob.; 251, al 
Capps; 354, obscure; 357, a\X' 6oY Wil. Byington. Does not 6Si occur in 
Men.? Why not? Cf. J. I 28; 362, iranxrrai Wil.; 396, 431.9 i^oXTpias; 
4496, 4506 (Ila.); 503, ko! dtovs Crois., here and Pk. 172, notwithstanding 
my criticism, Studies in Menander 17, n. 5, 18, K. persists in attributing 
oaths by Apollo to women; 506, t«cvov as subject would require article, 
space for only five letters; 512, <t>povrut Sudh.; 514, iart toi Capps; 523, 
vovBerqvtK; 566, punctuation; 578, iy$(mi; 589, Sophrona cannot say 
$ ypavs, etc. S. 316, a-tunnj. Pk. 383-97, unpardonable omission of Capps' 
readings, K. not the skilled papyrologist to impugn the testimony of other 
men's eyes; 446, "docuit," nay, "assumpsit." J. II 39, Jernstedt, from fr. 
581 K. New oaths, or clarified context of old ones: H. 79, 82, E. 431.41, 
501.2, S. 68, Pk. 192, J. I 52, 54, 55, 62, fr. v 3. Note J. I 62, wpos tj?s 
'Eo-rias, senex Laches, in perplexity concerning his domestic affairs; Pk. 221, 
vrj tov K 1 ., tjttov Sudh. K 2 . 

One leaves this edition of Menander disappointed. It is our best 
Menander, but neither in scholarly accuracy nor editorial judgment, worthy 

either of publisher or editor. 

F. Wahhen Weight 
Smith College 



